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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hefner , p l e a se .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, this
bill sets the tax rates for the coming fiscal year. The
original bill called for leaving the rates the way they were
at 3.5 percent sales tax and 19 percent state income tax
rates. The c ommittee amendment leaves the sales tax rate
the way it is and raises the state income tax rate to
20 percent. Th e Revenue Committee voted this committee
amendment out by a 6 to I vote and I v oted aga i n s t
a dvancement be ca u s e I felt that we would be sending t h e
wrong signal to this body. I figured that we should wait or
advance the bill as it was ori g i n a l l y d r af t e d u n t i l al l t h e
appropriation bills were debated and o n Fina l Read i n g . I
think the Revenue Committee acted hastily. I think maybe we
even p a n i c ke d a l i t t l e b it . And so I would l i ke t o
recommend to this body that we reject the committee
amendment, advance the bill to Select File, leave it sit on
Select File until we have debated the appropriation bills.
I feel that we will be through debating the appropriation
bills in another day or so. Is that right, Mr. Speaker~

SPEAKER NICHOL: Well, I hope so.

S ENATOR HEFNER: O k a y , he says he hopes so . Bu t I want t o
say to this body, I think that we can do it. I t h i n k w e c a n
cut the budget enough so that we wil l n o t h a v e t o r ai se t he
tax rates this year. If you have any questions, I would be
real happy to answer them.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Marsh, then Senator Sieck.

S ENATOR MARSH: Thank yo u, M r. S p e aker , and members of the
Legislature, I think the motion has to be made to accept the
committee amendments and then I will urge you t o vot e
against it and I think that is the way we n eed to make t h e
motion. I feel that we are not ready to pick that specific
figure and there is little point in adding an amendment now
until we do know what the correct figure is. So I wo u ld
urge you t o v o t e re d on the committee amendments until such
time as we have some firm figures on the A ppropr i a t i o n s
Committee figures. I also would urge you to get i t moved
over to Select File just as s oon as we ca n so t h at w e h a v e
everyt h i n g i n p l ace . We on l y have seven days a fter t o d a y
and we ar e r un n i n g o u t of time. We can't afford t o waste
time on this particular issue, in my estimation. Thank you,
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